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W e d n e s d a y,  J un e  2  /  me rc re d i  2  juin  

9:00 Welcome / Bienvenue 
Introduction to Special Session: Rhetorics of the Exception, the Exceptional, Exceptionality 
Chair / Président de séance: Michael Purves-Smith, Wilfrid Laurier University 

9:30-10:30 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  1  
H u ma n s ,  a n i ma ls ,  mo n st e rs :  T he  e x ce pt i o n al  & e x cep t i o n a l i s m i n  rh et o r i ca l  t h eo ry  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 Rhetorics of Human Exceptionalism  
Jordynn Jack, University of North Carolina 

 The Exceptional Wrong Turn in 20th Century Rhetorical Theory: General Semantics, Speech 
Clinics, and Wendell Johnson’s Monster Study 
David Beard, University of Minnesota  

10:30-10:45 COFFEE BREAK / PAUSE CAFÉ 

10:45-12:15 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  2  
L o ca t i n g  a n d i n t e rro g at i n g  t he  e x ce pt i o n( a l )  i n  A ri st o t le ’ s  Rh e t o ric  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 The Exception , Contingency, and the Other: A Metaphorical Analysis 
Jane S. Sutton, The Pennsylvania State University 



 The Exception(al) and Rhetorics of Non-Sovereignty: A Critique of Aristotle 
Mari Lee Mifsud, University of Richmond 

 The Exceptional & "The Greater and the Lesser" 
Ted Dyck, Editor Transition 

12:15-1:45 LUNCH / DÉJEUNER 

1:45-3:15 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  3  
I ma g i n i n g ,  cre a t i n g ,  n a mi ng :  T h e  e x ce p t io n ( a l )  w i t hi n  rh e t o r i c ,  e t h i cs ,  a n d 
o n t o lo g y  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 Redescription and Exception: Rhetoric and Ethics 
Stephen Pender, University of Windsor 

 La créativité perçue comme substrat à l’exceptionnel publicitaire 
Dany Baillargeon, Université du Québec à Montréal 

 “Holo what?” or, The Exceptional Business of Naming 
Mareike Neuhaus, University of Toronto 

3:15-3:30 COFFEE BREAK / PAUSE CAFÉ 

3:30-5:00 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  4  
R h e t o r i cs  o f  t h e  ex ce p t io n ( a l )  i n  l i te ra t u re  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 Exceptional Means to Exceptional Ends: The Rhetoric of Confusion in Watt 
Shoshana Benjamin, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

 Strategies of Exceptionality in and around La Princesse de Clèves  
Pierre Zoberman, Université Paris 13 

 The Unexpected Rhetoric of Saramago’s Blindness: Restoring the Reader as Audience in 
Literary Texts 
Kerry McArthur, University of Calgary 

7:00 Banquet: Les Filles du Roy, Pierre du Calvet Hotel, www.pierreducalvet.ca 

 

T h urs d a y,  J un e  3  /  M a rd i  3  j uin  

9:00-10:30 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  5  
R h e t o r i cs  o f  t h e  ex ce p t io n ( a l )  i n  p o l it i cs  & t h e  p re s s  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 The Rhetoric of the Exception and the American Constitution 



John Tiedemann, University of Denver 

 “A Province Unlike the Others”: Alberta and the Rhetoric of Exceptionality 
Geo Takach, University of Calgary 

 L’exception comme support de la stratégie ironique dans la presse actuelle 
María Dolores Vivero García, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 

10:30-10:45 COFFEE BREAK / PAUSE CAFÉ 

10:45-12:15 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  6  
B u i l di n g  ch a ra ct e r ,  b u i l di n g  co mmu n it y :  Et h i ca l  a n d re co n ci l i a t o ry  rh e t o r i cs  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 La franchise Law & Order : l’ethos de Dick Wolf 
Séverine Barthes, Université Paris IV-Sorbonne 

 To “Break the Bonds of Oppression”: Jewish Arguments in the American Slavery Debate 
Mirela Saim, McGill University 

 Talking the Walk: Presidential Pardons and the Rhetoric of Reconciliation 
Graham G. Dodds, Concordia University 

12:15-1:45 LUNCH / DÉJEUNER 

1:45-3:15 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  7  
R h e t o r i ca l  ch a l l e n g es  & ch a l l e n g es  t o  rh e to r i c  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 Rhetoric as a Compass for the Post-literate Age 
Ray op’tLand, University of Calgary 

 Rhetoric and the Personal Essay 
Bruce Dadey, Laurentian University 

 Persuader en auditoire hostile ou l'art d'insinuer entre rhétorique et sophistique 
Gilles Declercq, l’Université Sorbonne nouvelle 

3:15-3:30 COFFEE BREAK / PAUSE CAFÉ 

3:30-5:00 Annual General Meeting  / Assemblée General 

 

F r id a y,  J un e  4  /  Ve n d re d i  4  juin  

9:00-10:30 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  8a  
R h e t o r i cs  a n d/ of  mo de rn  s c i e n ce  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 



 Another Man's Profession: Rhetoric, Medicine, and Religion in 17th-Century England 
Lyn Bennett, Dalhousie University 

 Double-entry Bookkeeping and the Rhetoric of Renaissance Economics 
Ed King, Concordia University 

 The Inventive Architect and the Revaluation of the Art of Building 
Jonathan Powers, Concordia University 

10:30-10:45 COFFEE BREAK / PAUSE CAFÉ 

10:45-12:15 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  8b  
R h e t o r i cs  a n d/ of  mo de rn  s c i e n ce  ( co nt i n ue d)  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 Pragmatism and the Habits of Democratic Life: Scientific Practice as Rhetorical Thinking 
Robert Danisch, Concordia University 

 The Limits of Rhetoricity: Reaching Toward a Fleeting Real 
Maurice Charland, Concordia University 

 Thomas Hobbes and the Ruses of Positing a Universal Human Nature and Stipulating 
Egalitarian Political Premises 
Travis D. Smith, Concordia University 

12:15-1:45 LUNCH / DÉJEUNER 

1:45-3:15 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  9  
I ma g e  e ve nt s  a n d g u st a to ry  t r i p s :  A n  ex cu rs i o n  in t o  vi s u a l  & s e ns o ry  rh e t o r i cs  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 “The gesture has caused quite a stir”: Michaëlle Jean’s Seal-Eating Moment as Image Event  
Tracy Whalen, The University of Winnipeg 

 Hockey, History, and Moving-Image Representation: The Rhetoric of Canada Russia ’72 
Riccardo Mauricio-Cardilli, Concordia University 

 On Hunting Pig and Smoking Pot: “Cannabinoid rhetoric” in The Omnivore’s Dilemma 
Rebecca C. Den Hoed, University of Calgary 

3:15-3:30 COFFEE BREAK / PAUSE CAFÉ 

3:30-4:30 Se s s i o n  /  s é a n ce  10 
P a ra b l e  a n d p a ra do x :  R h et o r i ca l  a rt  w i t h i n  mu s i ca l  g e n re s  
Chair/Président de séance: TBA 

 The Open-ended Nature of Benjamin Britten ‘s Musical Parable Art 
Dean Jobin-Bevans, Lakehead University 

 Paradox in 17th Century Art Song Lullabies 



Shannon Purves-Smith, Wilfrid Laurier University 

 
 


